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CITY OF CITRUS HEIGHTS 

REACH OUT   
R e s i d e n t s ’  E m p o w e r m e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C i t r u s  H e i g h t s  

City Hall Phone Directory 

General Business  727-5500 

Non-Emergency Dispatch 727-5500 

Watch Commander  727-5522 

Crimes Tip-Line  727-5524 

Narcotics Tip-Line  727-5523 

Traffic Hotline  727-5525 

Code Enforcement  725-2845 

Emergency Services  dial 9-1-1 

R.E.A.C.H. represents the interests of the community and its citizens, and 

encourages participation in neighborhoods to improve the quality of life in our 

city. R.E.A.C.H. meets the 1st Monday of each month at  6:30 p.m. in the City 

Hall Community Room @ 6360 Fountain Square Drive. Visit www.citrusheights.net 

or call (916)725-2448 to find out more about the neighborhood group that serves 

in your area. 

                                                                                 

                            

Monday, October 2 ....................... 6:30 PM ....................... R.E.A.C.H. Monthly Meeting 

Monday,  October 2 ...................... 7:00 PM ....................... History & Arts Meeting 

Wednesday, October 11 ................ 7:00 PM ....................... Planning Commission Meeting—Cancelled 

Thursday, October 12 ................... 7:00 PM ....................... City Council Meeting 

Saturday, October 14 .................... 8:00 AM-1:00 PM ....... Hazardous Waste Drop Off 

Saturday, October 14 .................... 9:30 AM-11:30 PM ..... Composting Workshop 

Saturday, October 14 .................... 11:00 AM-3:00 PM ..... Antelope Crossing Spooktacular 

Saturday, October 21 .................... 9:00 AM ...................... Howl’o’Ween Parade & Harvest Festival 

Wednesday, October 25 ................ 7:00 PM ....................... Planning Commission Meeting 

Thursday, October 26 ................... 7:00 PM ....................... City Council Meeting 

 

City Hall Offices  725-2448 

Community Center  727-5400 

Building Division  727-4760 

Business Licenses  727-4907 

Garbage/Recycling  725-9060 

General Services  727-4770 

Job Line   727-4900 

TDD    725-6185 

Animal Services  725-PETS 

Animal Lost and Found 727-4850 

Planning Division  727-4740 

Pothole Reporting   727-4770 

Police Department Directory 

http://www.citrusheights.net/home/index.asp?page=873
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By Ronald A. Lawrence 
 

 

 

 

 

As you prepare for your commute from work to your home in Citrus Heights, you anticipate the usual 

afternoon traffic and have a good idea when you will arrive. During your commute, you see 

something unusual, a vehicle swerving in and out of traffic driving dangerously close to other cars. 

You watch the car drive up onto a sidewalk narrowly missing pedestrians, and then back onto the 

roadway, speeding in and out of traffic lanes. You could ignore the reckless or distracted driver and 

continue on your way, or you could use hands-free calling to call CHPD to investigate. You decide to 

call 9-1-1; a smart move! But what information does the CHPD dispatcher need, and what happens 

after you call?   

 

The CHPD dispatcher begins by asking if you have an emergency and will then proceed to ask you a 

series of questions, starting with the nature of your call. The dispatcher will want to know your name, 

callback number (in case you get disconnected), location and direction of travel. If you aren’t good 

with directions, you may use landmarks, business, park, or other common names to describe your 

position. The dispatcher will ask for a description of the vehicle driving recklessly as well as a license 

plate number, but it’s not important enough for you to jeopardize your safety trying to obtain a 

license plate number. As the dispatcher is asking you questions, simultaneously the closest available 

police officer is being dispatched to your location and is provided the information you gave to the 

dispatcher. It may take some time for the police to arrive depending on their current location as well 

as other priority calls for service going on at that point in the City. The dispatcher will ask you to 

remain on the phone to provide direction updates until you lose sight of the vehicle or until the police 

officer arrives. Once the police officer makes the vehicle stop, they will no longer need you at the 

scene but will request if we can call you back to take an official statement for any potential criminal 

investigation. The officer will investigate to determine if the driver has any impairments or is driving 

under the influence (DUI) of alcohol or drugs. These investigations often lead to an arrest for DUI 

and your decision to say something has helped your community police officers in combating DUI 

drivers. During the summer months of June, July and August 2017, CHPD made 60 DUI arrests, and 

in nearly half of those cases, our community called in 26 of those reckless drivers that resulted in a 

DUI arrest.  A clear indication that your involvement in assisting us to stop DUI drivers is critical.  

 

For those investigations that do not result in an arrest for DUI or citation for other traffic violations, 

or those drivers we are unable to stop, the CHPD mails a letter to the Registered Owner of the vehicle 

to advise them of the report of the recklessness of their vehicle. This advisement, while not a punitive 

measure, makes the registered owner aware of the observations made of the dangerous operation of 

their vehicle. From January through July of 2017, CHPD mailed 368 letters regarding unsafe driving.  

 

Thank you for your continued efforts to help us keep our roadways in Citrus Heights safe. Your 

involvement and partnership are essential to our success in saving lives and preventing collisions.  

From the Office of the Chief 
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Among the many activities planned for the City’s 20th anniversary, we have been releasing a 

Top 20 List each month in 2017 to highlight various aspects of our outstanding community. The 

City unveiled September’s Top 20 Facts About Citrus Heights, at the August 24 City Council 

meeting.   See below for the list:   

 

1. At incorporation, Citrus Heights was the first city to incorporate in the state since 

1963. 

2. In 1910, a real estate developer changed the name from “Sylvan” to “Citrus Heights.” 

Before Sylvan, the area was called “Center Township.” 

3. Ladies Auxiliary was formed in 1942; one of the earliest all female volunteer fire-

fighting organizations in the United States. 

4. The City is 14 square miles. 

5. Sylvan Cemetery’s first grave marker was John Horton, whose death made the  

cemetery necessary.  Horton was a laborer at the J.F. Cross Farm. 

6. Birdcage Center used to have birds in cages. 

7. First Postmaster was a woman, Mrs. Marjorie Woods.  Post office opened in 1947 

inside Woods Variety Store on Mariposa. 

8. Rabbits around the library were set free 30 years ago by a teacher from a local 4th 

grade class. 

9. Do not receive property tax until 2022 per the terms of the City’s incorporation. 

10. 14 Mile House was constructed in 1849, during the Gold Rush and before statehood 

in 1850. 

11. Has 26 miles of creeks. 

12. San Juan High School was the first high school in North Sacramento County (1913). 

13. 57,085 building permits have been issued since the City incorporated. 

14. Crime has gone down 30% since inception of the Citrus Heights Police Department 

in 2006. 

15. Approximately 310 acres of parks and open space – that’s almost half a mile! 

16. 2,814 active business licenses in the City, including home-based businesses. 

17. First city to win the James Q Wilson Award for Community Policing two years in a 

row. 

18. Antelope Road is Exit 100 off Interstate 80. 

19. Sunrise Mall was the largest mall in the region when it opened in 1972. 

20. Sylvan Corners used to be a vineyard. 

September’s Top 20 List: Facts About Citrus Heights! 
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The Planning Division coordinates the City’s review of residential and commercial development    
projects.  The Planning Division evaluates the project for compliance with the City’s General Plan, 
Zoning Code, and other City Standards.  Below is a selected list of projects currently under review: 

  
7925 Arcadia Drive – Mitchell Farms.  An application has been received to develop a 39 acre  
parcel into a new development with a variety of housing types for a total of 261 units.   
 
6920 Auburn Boulevard – Stock Ranch Pad Building.  Application to construct an approximate 
10,000 sf multi-tenant pad building within the Stock Ranch Development. 
 
6141 Greenback Lane – Hydrogen Fuel Addition.  Two Hydrogen fueling pumps and  
equipment enclosures are proposed for the Shell Station located at Greenback Lane and Auburn 
Boulevard.  
 
7117 Oakberry Way – Well Reactivation.  Cal-Am Water is proposing to reactivate a non-
operational well.  The reactivation will include the installation of new pump system and storage 
equipment. 
 
7534 Old Auburn Road – Bearpaw Village.  Review for the development of a 43-unit townhome 
project. 
 
5511 Sunrise Blvd – Citrus Heights Retail Center.  An application has been filed to demolish 
the former Logan’s Restaurant and rebuild the site with a new multi-tenant retail building.  
  
7056 Sunrise Blvd – Arco Gas Station and Car Wash.  Review of a Use Permit and Design      
Review Permit to allow the construction and operation of a new gas station with convenience 
store and car wash. 
 

A complete list of current projects, including projects recently approved, can be found on the City’s 

website http://www.citrusheights.net/292/Current-Projects.  For more information on development 

within the City of Citrus Heights, contact the Planning Division at (916) 727-4740. 

PLANNING DIVISION 

http://www.citrusheights.net/292/Current-Projects
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Be Storm Ready with Sandbags 

 

 

 

 
  

During heavy downpours, you may see some localized street flooding, which will subside as 

the water dissipates into the storm drains and creeks. If you see street flooding in the absence 

of a heavy downpour, please contact 916-727-4770.  

 

Citrus Heights provides sandbags for CITRUS HEIGHTS RESIDENTS ONLY.  Proof of  

residency will be checked.   If you do not live in Citrus Heights, you will need to contact your 

local agency (City of Roseville, Sacramento County, Placer County, etc.) for sandbag  

information.  

 

The City is able to provide limited, unfilled sandbags to our residents through the General  

Services Department.  Residents may come to City Hall at 6360 Fountain Square Drive during 

normal business hours (Monday through Friday, 8 AM to 5 PM), provide proper identification 

showing Citrus Heights residency, and will be provided with a limited number of empty  

sandbags to be self-filled at the following the locations:   

 

                                          C-Bar-C Park - 8275 Oak Avenue       

   City Hall -  6360 Fountain Square Drive   

 

The City will maintain these two locations starting October 16, 2017 and throughout the  

2017-2018 storm season for sand and in preparation for major storm events.  We  

strongly encourage residents who have experienced flooding in the past to prepare well in 

advance of the expected rainfall this year.  We also recommend that residents bring their own 

shovels to the sand locations.   

 

The City encourages residents to limit the quantity of bags to the amount they can safely 

transport in their vehicles. The filled sandbags weigh approximately 30 pounds each (filled 

halfway). More than 10 bags is too much weight for most cars; and 20 bags is generally the 

limit a half-ton pickup truck can safely transport.  This information may change, subject to 

sand and bag supplies and availability.  

 

Residents may also contact local home improvement stores to purchase sand and bags as 

well.   For additional information or questions, please contact the General Services Department 

at 916-727-4770 or generalservices@citrusheights.net  
 

 

mailto:generalservices@citrusheights.net
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Ft3.ftcdn.net%2Fjpg%2F00%2F15%2F37%2F24%2F240_F_15372476_5zx1q1c1aK6sMfSxCzFrzbmZUT21InrE.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstock.adobe.com%2Fsearch%3Fk%3Dsandbags%26as_campaign%3Dwww_interception%26as_content%
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KNOCK, KNOCK, KNOCK! October is coming soon!  

Be Watching your front door for your door hangers! 
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A N I M A L   S E RV I C E S 
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License by mail or in person at City Hall or online at 

PetData.com.  

Seniors 62+ Discounts! 

Cats Lifetime licenses (altered & microchipped).  Current 

rabies vaccination & Spay/Neuter certificate required for 

pet licenses!  

Add your microchip information for FREE!  

Citrus Heights 

Dog & Cat Licensing! 

Benefits of licensing 

A current Rabies certificate must be provided for licensing. Proof of 
spay /neuter required for altered license fee. 

It’s the Law! No citations!Get pets reunited faster! 

Pets with ID are held for owner!Save on impound & shelter fees! 
License fees fund local services! Link a microchip with a license! 
Injured pets get treated quicker!

Dog parks, kennels & residential complexes can require licensing!  

PetData, Inc.  Phone: 855-223-1682   

The City of Citrus Heights needs  

input on local transit by October 

15! 
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At this year’s Sunday FunDay event on September 24, the Citrus Heights History 

& Arts Commission partnered with the Citrus Heights Historical Society to offer 

tours of the historic Rusch Home in addition to crafts on the home’s grounds for 

kids.  Overall, this years turnout was remarkable. The Rusch Home alone          

welcomed over 500 guests. Management intern and Historical Society board  

member Haley Reid, along with Volunteer archivist and Historical Society board 

member Teena Stern, and volunteer Ray Oliver led guests on tours of the historic 

Rusch Home.  

The tour highlighted the life on the Volle-Rusch family ranch. History and Arts 

Commissioners Christine Stein and David Stein made cereal bird feeders and 

bookmarks in the Rusch Home gardens with children, which was quite a hit!    

Historical Society board member Jerry Still organized for a number of antique hit 

and miss engines to be on display at Rusch Home. Numerous residents turned out 

to get a glimpse of Rusch Home for the first time, all of whom stated how they had 

always wanted to see it. The Historical Society hopes to hold quarterly tours of the 

home partnered with workshops to raise funds to refurbish the historical house.  

SUNDAY  FUNDAY 
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Citrus Heights Marching Band 
Adds Dinosaur to Its Formation 

 
Made of 45 “extinct” musical instruments 

 
Brassie the Brassaurus, a 7+-foot tall by 18-foot long dinosaur, will make his musical debut when the 

Citrus Heights Community Marching Band (CHCMB) performs the theme song from the “Jurassic Park” movie 

at the Bella Vista Community Show at 7 p.m. on Saturday, September 30, at Bella Vista High School located 

at 8301 Madison Avenue in Fair Oaks. 

 

“Similar to the extinct Tyrannosaurus in shape, Brassie is made of 45 ‘extinct’ musical instruments,” 

said Kathy Cook, the band’s Program Director and co-founder. We sometimes purchase or get donations of 

used musical instruments and some of them turn out to be broken and beyond repair.  Those are what we 

used for Brassie.” 

 

The musical instrument dinosaur was designed and built by Bill Cook, CHCMB’s other Program      

Director.  Cook, now retired, was the construction superintendent for developer Robert Powell for 27 

years.  “We saw a picture of a dinosaur made out of tuba parts on Facebook and because we are using the 

Jurassic theme as our 2017 fanfare showpiece, I decided we should build one . . . only we used old trumpets, 

baritones, trombones, one clarinet, and one flute as well as an 1880’s tuba for Brassie,” he said.  “Brassie 

turned out to be so large and heavy that we had to purchase a special trailer to transport him.” 

 

Cook didn’t use a plan or blueprint.  “I just started laying out old instruments and used my construction 

experience and knowledge to put everything together,” he said.  He made Brassie in a week with some part-

time assistance from Kody Tickner, CHCMB Music Director. 

 

In addition to his Bella Vista High School debut, Brassie will be showcased at CHCMB’s fall and winter 

field shows, including the Oakmont Competition at Oakmont High School in Roseville on October 14 and at 

the Folsom Fall Festival at Folsom High School on November 4
t
  In between, he will be on display at band 

events and at the Citrus Heights City Hall. 

 

Brassie isn’t the first thing that Bill Cook has created with “extinct” musical instruments.  Always     

popular as raffle prizes at CHCMB’s fundraisers are lamps, clocks, paper towel holders, flower pots, and a 

waterfall made with musical instruments.   
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CHCMB is made up of 70 members, ranging in age from 6 years to 87 years.  In addition to 60       

musicians, there are 9 flag carriers, and a drum major. Plus another 20 volunteers help behind the scenes 

with organization and at performances.   

 

The band was organized in 2005 when the City of Citrus Heights parade committee wanted a     

marching band to perform in the annual Red, White, and Blue Parade.  “Having no success at attracting one, 

we decided to create our own marching band,” said Kathy Cook.  “With the help and support of City staff and 

Sunrise Recreation & Park District, we recruited 25 experienced adult musicians and an 8-year old baton 

twirler to march in the parade that year.”   

 

 “Now we don’t just do marching appearances, we also participate in concerts,” said Kathy Cook.  The 

band practices once a week in the San Juan High School cafeteria from November to May and in the Sunrise 

Mall parking lot from June to November.   

 

“The band was named one of the top 20 accomplishments at the City of Citrus Heights 20th anniver-

sary celebration two months ago and was the recipient of the 2013 Heroes and Human Services Award that 

was presented to us by former County Supervisor Roberta MacGlashan,” said Kathy Cook.  “We’re good-will 

ambassadors, both in our City and in other communities, marching or performing at more than 20 events a 

year.” 

 

Staying true to its mission statement – “Keep music alive for all ages!” – the band welcomes           

beginning as well as experienced musicians and provides musical instruments and limited instruction when 

needed.  “But potential band members should be able to read music,” she cautioned. 

 

A non-profit organization, the band raises funds with its annual Spaghetti Feed in March and Howl-O-

Ween event in October, at two major yard sales, and from community donations.  Major CHCMB sponsors 

are the City of Citrus Heights, Sunrise Recreation and Park District, Walmart   Citrus Heights Auburn     

Boulevard Store, Sacramento County Board of Supervisors, and business and community members. 

 

For more information about Brassie, CHCMB membership and appearances, and fund-raisers,      

contact Kathy Cook at (916) 725-0198 or at abusycook@aol.com. 

mailto:abusycook@aol.com


19  

 

  

  

 

 

 

Kathy Cook watches her husband, Bill Cook, use a 

brazing torch to connect the musical dinosaur’s 

teeth.  After seeing a dinosaur made out of tubas on 

Facebook, Bill Cook decided to make a dinosaur to 

compliment the band’s 2017 fanfare showpiece – 

the theme song from the “Jurassic Park” movie. 

Brassie, though, is made of 45 unusable trumpets, 

baritones, trombones, a clarinet, a flute, and a tuba. 

 

 

Brassie is 7 feet 6 inches tall and 18 feet long.  CHCMB includes 60 musicians, 9 flag carriers, and a drum 

major.  Pictured on the left is 87-year-old Bob Martinez, the oldest member of the band.  Pictured at the tail 

end of the dinosaur are flag carrier Elizabeth Stach; Mason Boyd (youngest member), bass drum; Carson 

Boyd, snare drum; Edward Stach, trumpet; Lynda Watson, clarinet; and Olivia Malone, clarinet. 
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On October 27, the 9th annual Holiday Referral Program will officially begin.  
Many opportunities will be available to assist us with this program including 
individuals who are fluent in Spanish to assist with the interview process. 
If you are interested in assisting or are fluent in Spanish and would like to 
volunteer to assist with the interview process, please email  
holidayreferral@citrusheights.net.  

                  

CITY OF CITRUS HEIGHTS 
 

Volunteer Program 
 

Current Opportunities 

mailto:holidayreferral@citrusheights.net
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